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Sow and sew
Growing cut flowers in Scotland is no bed of roses but 

one gardener has literally turned it into an art form s
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M
any people dream of giving up their 
jobs to grow flowers but few actually 
go on to make it happen. One who 
has is Jane Lindsey, who moved from 
Scotland’s largest city to a smallholding 

in a breathtakingly beautiful spot, on the edge of the 
Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park, to start 
the Snapdragon Cutting Garden. ‘I dreamed of moving 
to the country, growing cut flowers and sewing things, 
and in 2003 we did just that,’ laughs Jane, a former 
curator of British Art at the University of Glasgow.

Previously the mother-of-two had tried out her ideas 
on a piece of land belonging to a friend, selling her 
flowers out the side of her green Citroen H van at 
farmers’ markets. It was also at this time that she came 
up with the name for her enterprise. ‘I had a terrible 
slug problem, and the only thing they didn’t eat were 
the snapdragons, which also make great cut flowers.’

Today, the Snapdragon garden is a patchwork of 
multi-coloured blooms that is so different to the dock-
ridden paddock that once occupied the three-quarters-
of-an-acre site. Its creation has not been without its 
challenges, though, most notably from heavy soil, prone 
to wetness from the high levels of rainfall. Over time, Jane 
has lightened it with rock dust and horse manure.

In addition, she grows her flowers in long, narrow 
raised beds, with grassy pathways to enable blooms 
to be harvested and recurring weeds such as docks to 
be pulled out without the ground around them 
becoming compacted.

Another challenge comes from Scotland’s cooler 
weather and long hours of darkness between autumn 
and spring. Experience has taught Jane the annuals  
and perennials that cope best with the shorter growing 
season, and every year she and gardener Fiona 
McIndewer experiment with new species. They take 
care, however, to avoid any seeds that are bred  
in Mediterranean countries, as they will often fail to  
perform well so far north.

‘Gardening in Scotland is different to England: we  
can grow lots of hardy annuals really well - sweet peas 
are still in bloom as late as September - but half-hardy 
annuals struggle, unless it’s an exceptional summer, 
because they don’t get enough time for blooming.  
We also grow perennials and get two crops from them 
ifwe cut them back at the right time. They love our  
rich soil and grow as tall as eight feet, which means  
that we get lots of flowers.’

Among Jane’s top performers are echinacea, 
thalictrum, delphinium, stocks, sunflowers, achillea, 
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sweet peas, calendula, Salvia nemerosa and the yellow 
thistle Centaurea macrocephala. ‘Anything that is a water 
meadow plant really thrives here. My favourites include 
thalictrum, bronze fennel and Stipa gigantea.’ 

Jane’s original stocks of plants were perennials she had 
gradually built up at home over several years, together 
with some she obtained from a nursery that was closing 
down. Advice was thankfully also forthcoming at the 
beginning - flower supremo Sarah Raven was generous 
with her time during Snapdragon’s early days.

Creating a garden may have been Jane’s dream, but 
little did she realise that it would also play a significant 
role in the success of another new business, making 
embroidered textile accessories and homewares. Flowers 
and the family’s beloved 1970s VW camper van provide 
much of the inspiration for the designs that Jane creates 
on her sewing machine inside a 120ft-long Airstream 
caravan, which also houses a small shop.

Snapdragon’s products have been so successful that the 
company now provides employment for no fewer than 
five people, along with Fiona in the garden, and sells its 
range through mail order and 300 shops across the UK.

‘The sewing began as something to fill in the months 
when there was nothing growing in the garden, but it 
soon took over. Nowadays, an important role of the 

garden is inspiring the embroidery - I use my machine 
like a sketch pad, often incorporating new plants that  
I have seen. Without the garden, things would be too 
formulaic and contrived. I like to reflect the changing 
seasons in my work.’

On top of her sewing and cutting garden businesses, 
Jane’s talents as a flower arranger are eagerly sought by 
wedding couples, although such bookings are strictly 
limited to allow stocks of her flowers to recover, and to 
ensure most weekends can be spent with daughters Zoe, 
14, and Katie, 11, and her husband Euan.

Even though she is hundreds of miles away from 
many of her customers, Jane uses her internet blog to 
share developments in the Snapdragon garden. ‘It’s 
beautiful here and I’m incredibly lucky. I go out early 
in the mornings to take photos. I’m astounded by the 
number of people who follow the blog: given the times 
that people log on, I’m sure many look at it while they’re 
having their morning coffee.’

Snapdragon, Sunnyside, Gartacharn Road, Balfron  

Station G63 0NH. The garden opens to the public during 

August and September on Mondays and Thursdays from 

10.30am to 3.30pm. Tel +44 (0)1360 660903.  For more 

information, go to  www.snapdragongarden.co.uk
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Creating a garden may have been Jane’s dream, but little did she realise that  
it would also play a role in the success of another new business
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